HISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

letters show an intelligent and sympathetic mind. On
at least one occasion we find Kane suggesting deceit
to her, and she combating the idea.

There are four fixed points which can be estab-
lished by the letters:

1.   That Kane thought in a vague way that there

was trickery ;

2.  That in the years of their close intimacy she

never admitted it;

3.  That he could not even suggest in what the

trickery lay;

4.  That she did use her powers in a way which

serious Spiritualists would deplore.

She really knew no more of the nature of these
forces than those around her did. The editor says:
" She had always averred that she never fully believed
the rappings to be the work of spirits, but imagined
some occult laws of nature were concerned/' This
was her attitude later in life, for on her professional
card she printed that people must judge the nature of
the powers for themselves.

It is natural that those who speak of the danger of
mediumship, and especially of physical mediumship,
should point to the Fox sisters as an example. But
their case must not be exaggerated. In the year 1871,
after more than twenty years of this exhausting work,
we find them still receiving the enthusiastic support
and admiration of many leading men and women of
the day. It was only after forty years of public ser-
vice that adverse conditions were manifested in their
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